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Welcome


This is the September 2021 Conversation page. We hope you have had a great summer 
and are ready to join in again with the Lausanne Europe 20/21 Conversation.


This month's Impact Group will wrestle with the challenging issue of being church in 
the midst of an increasingly sexualised culture. There is a thought-provoking article by 
Olof Edsinger, a Swedish theologian who has written a number of books and articles on 
the subject. We will also look at Scripture and reflect on the issue in the light of God’s 
Word.


If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email us 
at conversation@lausanneeurope.org


And if you are just starting your Impact Group, or are confused about what they are 
about, then check out the introduction pages to the Conversation and Impact 
Groups to find out more. 

3

mailto:conversation@lausanneeurope.org
https://www.lausanneeurope.org/introducing-the-conversation/
https://www.lausanneeurope.org/conversation/impact-groups/
https://www.lausanneeurope.org/conversation/impact-groups/
https://www.lausanneeurope.org/conversation/impact-groups/
https://www.lausanneeurope.org/conversation/impact-groups/


Instructions

1. Introductions and Prayer 

Begin with prayer but if there is someone new to the 
group, make sure everyone introduces themselves.


2. The Church in a Sexualised Culture  

To prepare for your Impact Group, we would encourage 
you to read Olof Edsinger's article and to think about the 
questions on the right, so you are ready to discuss them in 
the group.


You should have read Olof Edsinger's article before the 
Impact Group and considered how to answer the 
following questions. Now is the moment to share your 
thoughts with the rest of your Impact Group.


1. The writer describes the Christian view on sexuality in 
general, and LGBTQ issues in particular, as “the great 
stumbling block of the Christian message today”. He 
also talks of these issues as something of a litmus test 

determining whether you are “in” or “out” in today’s 
culture. Do you agree?


2. What do you think it means practically to live out the 
Christian story in today’s sexualised culture?


3. Social media affects many aspects of life today – love 
and relationships included. What are the pros and 
cons of this?


4. What does it mean to you to have your identity in 
Christ? Why do you think sexual identity has become 
so important in our day?


5. How can we as Christians keep body and soul 
together?


6. Was there anything else in the article that you found 
challenging or encouraging?
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3. Scripture Reflection 

We thought it would be good to reflect on some key 
Biblical texts on sexuality and identity. Please pray before 
you start reading that the Holy Spirit will guide you to 
learn new things. After reading the passages, think about 
the questions on the right before you meet as an Impact 
Group.


Genesis 1:27 
“So God created mankind in his own image, in the image 
of God he created them; male and female he created 
them.”


Philippians 3 
Read the whole chapter but especially verses 20-21 “But 
our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 
Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who by the 
power that enables him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be 
like his glorious body”


Colossians 3:1-4 
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 
hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on 

earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory.


1. What perspective is Paul giving in Philippians 3 and 
how is this different from that of the secular humanistic 
view of the world we live in, also described in Olof’s 
article?


2. When we read the biblical perspective on our identity 
in Genesis 1 and our eternal focus in Colossians 3, how 
does this contrast with the ever more common idea 
that our sexual identity is something that we can 
choose?


3. Was there anything else that stood out to you in these 
verses?


4. What are the implications of these scriptures for you? 
How might you apply them in your local context?


4. Afghanistan 

The situation in Afghanistan has been on all of our minds 
over the last few days with its images of desperate people 
seeking to flee, even mothers handing their babies over to 
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soldiers to get them out of the country. No words can 
describe these and other scenes coming out of 
Afghanistan, or the terror that men, and especially women, 
in Afghanistan must be feeling now. But let us also 
remember that the Lord is Sovereign and keep praying for 
Afghanistan and its precious people. Let us also keep 
praying for our Christian brothers and sisters, who are now 
in more danger than before. And let us pray for the 
Taliban and their salvation. As refugees will inevitably start 
pouring out of Afghanistan, let us pray for safe journeys 
and speedy asylum processes, and if any of them find 
their way into our neighbourhoods and churches, may we 
be ready with open arms to welcome them into our 
families and churches.


In next month’s conversation we will be looking further 
into this issue, but for now, let us keep praying.


5. Prayer 

Always make sure that you leave enough time to pray 
together every time you meet. Here are the prayer points 
for this month’s Conversation:


1. Pray for a fresh understanding from the Holy Spirit of 
what it means to be created in the image of God.


2. A prayer of repentance for where we have let the 
secular ideologies on sexuality define our identity (and 
other people's identity). Pray that we may go back to 
God's story on identity and sexuality.


3. Pray for God's wisdom and grace when having 
conversations about identity and sexuality, particularly 
with those who have limited understanding of the 
Christian story and its concept of identity and sexuality.


4. Finally, pray for Afghanistan. As the global Church, 
pray for protection for those who are trapped with 
airports closed and borders shut. Pray for angelic 
intervention for the citizens and everyone in 
Afghanistan at this time (Acts 16:25-31). Pray for revival 
and for a 'Saul to Paul' encounter for the Taliban. Pray 
for Afghan Christians that they might stand firm in their 
faith.
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6. Make Your Contribution to the Conversation 

We really want to hear back from your Impact Group after 
each session. Please find a few minutes to summarise what 
you hear from God, the highlights of the discussion, and 
any questions that were raised, in the comments box 
immediately below. 
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The Church in a Sexualised Culture

By Olof Edsinger

Go to the article online 

There is probably no other area where Europe’s 
Evangelical Christians so often clash with the secular 
humanistic culture as the area of sexuality. On the one 
hand, this is certainly nothing new, as also the early church 
clashed with the Greco-Roman culture on this matter. On 
the other hand, this type of friction has become an 
increasingly troublesome phenomenon. Our view of 
sexuality in general, and LGBTQ issues in particular, has in 
many cases become the great stumbling block of the 
Christian message today. Furthermore, in relation to the 
state and authorities, it has become something of a litmus 
test determining whether you are considered “in” or “out”.


However, this is not an article about how to get out of this 
dilemma. Nor is it an argument for us as Evangelicals to 
change our theology in the area of sex and relationships. 
The more I have researched these issues – and I have 

written a handful of books on the subject – the more 
convinced I have become of the relevance of classical 
theology in our own day, especially in the area of sex and 
relationships. Instead, I want to reflect on what the 
sexualised culture actually stands for. Linked to this, I want 
to stimulate a conversation, not primarily about 
evangelical sexual ethics, but rather about what is going 
on beneath the surface. What lies behind the slogans of 
secular culture?


A Better Story 
A good point of reference in such a conversation is Glynn 
Harrison’s book A Better Story: God, Sex and Human 
Flourishing. Harrison is a retired professor of psychiatry 
living in the UK and in his book he convincingly describes 
how the secular humanist and the Christian view of sex go 
back to two very different stories.
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The secular humanist story is built around the idea of the 
autonomous self; the idea that true self-realisation 
presupposes a form of rebellion against previous 
generations, traditions, and values. Increasingly, it is also 
based on the idea that each individual possesses the 
power to define their own identity. The latter becomes 
particularly clear in matters concerning gender and 
gender identity, where it is more and more taken for 
granted that no individual should have to submit to 
biological or other factors that are contrary to one’s own 
self-image.


Linked to sexuality, this humanist story has emerged in 
close interaction with societal development in general, 
where such things as the post-war welfare state, changed 
laws regarding marriage and divorce, and the introduction 
of safe and cheap contraceptives, all play a crucial role. It 
has simply become possible to live in an autonomous way 
that was previously not an option. What has happened 
along the way is that the sexual liberation – the “sexual 
revolution” – has become a central part of modern man’s 
self-image as free, autonomous, and future-oriented.


The Christian story, on the other hand, is based on the 
idea that an individual – in addition to his or her 

responsibility and personal relationship with our Creator – 
flourishes in communion with others. This deep 
communion, described as the man and woman “knowing” 
each other (cf. Gen 4:1), presupposes a transfer where 
both parties renounce some of their own autonomy. This is 
especially important for the concept of the family. 
Consequently, those who have lost the most on the altar of 
radical individualism, are the children of adults who go 
their separate ways or never even marry at all.


We can already see the results of what the two different 
stories lead to. Glynn Harrison points to research that 
shows that very few of the promises of the sexual 
revolution have actually been realised. Surely, there were 
things that needed to be dealt with in the old system, but 
the fact remains that today we have neither more nor 
better sex than in the old days. We also cannot talk of 
qualitatively better romantic relationships than before. In 
addition, as has already been noted, the new generation 
of children can, in many ways, be seen as those having lost 
the most in the sexual revolution.


Despite this, the new and individual-centred view of sex 
has become a central part of today’s Western culture. A 
telling example can come from my own country Sweden, 
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where a few years ago we did a review of the four most 
widespread teaching aids for sex education in high 
schools and colleges. It turned out that, in these materials, 
sex was consistently presented as an extramarital 
phenomenon. They never even mentioned that you can 
have sex in a marriage union! Furthermore, there was a 
complete lack of information about dating and family 
formation, and in three out of four materials the authors 
chose to completely separate sex education from 
questions concerning conception, pregnancy, and 
childbirth. The link between sex and childbearing was 
simply obliterated.


Physical Appearance 
There are other dimensions to the sexualisation of 
Western society. Sex has changed from being what 
completes and confirms two individuals’ surrender and 
love for each other, to what normally initiates a 
relationship (which sometimes, but far from always, leads 
to the formation of a family). This has led to a fundamental 
change in our relationship patterns. Recently, technology 
has become a driving force in this, with dating apps such 
as Tinder, Hinge, and Match. Many young people today 
actually think that you are being “pushy” if you approach a 

person whom you have not first been in contact with 
through a dating app. That Tinder, and other apps, put 
physical appearance at the forefront goes without saying.


Physical appearance also dominates the entertainment 
and advertising industries. As the American Christian 
band, Switchfoot, put it in the song Easier Than Love:


Sex is currency 
She sells cars, 
She sells magazines /… / 
Sex is industry, 
The CEO, of corporate policy 
Skin-deep ministry, 
Suburban youth, hailing so-called liberty.


At the end of the song, Switchfoot asks what are probably 
the most crucial questions in this context:


Feeling alone, 
What have we done? 
What is the monster we’ve become? 
Where is my soul?
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It is not that physical appearance or beauty are 
unimportant. But there is something deeply unsatisfactory 
about sex reduced to a commodity; sex as a body, without 
any soul. This is probably the main reason why the sexual 
revolution has proven to hold so little of what it once 
promised.


Body, Soul, and Identity 
The relationship between body and soul also forms the 
basis for another important exploration of our time and 
culture, and it has to do with the great identity project of 
our time. It is clear that sexuality has become more central 
to many Europeans’ identity than it used to be. This is 
particularly obvious within the LGBTQ movement, which 
to a large extent speaks of sexual orientation as a basis for 
every person’s identity.


Here too, one can say that the two different stories 
challenge one another. The Christian narrative of identity 
is tied to the belief in God as our Creator. As such, God is 
both our origin and our future destination. In addition, our 
unique value in creation lies in the fact that we are created 
in the image of God. In the New Testament, we can read 
that our deepest and truest identity is the one given to us 
by God in Christ, who in our place has borne the burden 

of giving us the value, the identity, and the salvation that 
we otherwise try to create in our own might.


When one severs, like the secular humanist society does, 
both the beginning and the end of this story – the belief in 
God as Creator and as ultimate destination in life – it is 
inevitable that we try to fill our identity with something 
other than the rest that we find in Christ, and which is the 
great gift of the Gospel. This is a timeless phenomenon. In 
all ages people have built up their identity with all sorts of 
building blocks: money, family relationships, talent, 
ethnicity, class, beauty, social skills, and so on. But in our 
time, sexual identity has risen to become one of the most 
important building blocks of them all. In practice, one can 
even say that sexuality has taken the place of God in our 
lives!


In connection to this, the LGBTQ movement has provided 
us with a new set of ideologies that claim to strike a 
wedge between our body and our soul. But here, 
paradoxically, it is the inner qualities of a human being, 
rather than the outward appearance, that are in focus. The 
trans movement claims that gender identity is something 
fundamentally metaphysical, without a necessary 
connection to either body, biology, chromosomes, or 
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hormones. The equally radical queer movement speaks of 
identity and sexuality as fluid, which means that during the 
course of life the same person can move back and forth 
on a scale of hetero-bi-homo-trans. As a matter of fact, this 
ideology provides us with an even larger smorgasbord to 
choose from, and in several countries, there are now 
between 50 to 70 different gender identities to choose 
from on Facebook.


The consequence of all this, is that a division arises 
between body and soul, where the one is not allowed to 
define the other.


Are we living the Christian story? 
In summary, it can be said that the sexualised culture 
affects a number of areas that are quite different from one 
another. Ultimately, it goes back to radical individualism, 
and the recurring focus on physical appearance 
emphasised by market forces. The LGBTQ movement’s 
discourse about gender and identity can consequently be 
seen both as a fruit of today’s individualistic and 
materialistic culture, and as a driving factor for the 
radicalisation of the culture at large.


It is clear that the Christian Church lives in a story of 
identity and sexuality that is, in many ways, at odds with 
the story that dominates our current European culture. The 
question is, do we, as Evangelical Christians, really live by 
the story that has been entrusted to us by the Lord? Only if 
we do this in a credible way can we be a positive 
counterweight to the destructive aspects of our current 
sexualised culture.
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